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A controversial collection of essays by Ivan Illich, Irving K. Zola, John McKnight, Jonathan Caplan

and Harley Shaiken in which they challenge the power and mystery of the professions, medicine,

education and the law.
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This book basically sums up the problem with psychiatry, social work, law and welfare. Essentially

people have to be sick in order for someone to treat them, ergo, people must be invalidated in order

for someone to gain employment as a "profesional".Law essentially becomes the domain of people

that use their socially created "authority" to impose judgement or justice upon those that they deem

undesireable to the community. Rather than becoming a means for resolution of disputes, the

system gets used to invalidate people so a profesional workforce can maintain class

construction.Without a seperate system of experts people would gain autonomy over their own lives,

such as birth, death, care, etc. Most incidences of these categories have been taken over by a

medical abstraction based system that often creates more iatrogenic outcomes. People become

overmedicalized, lose authority over their lives and are forced through law and medicine to turn over

responsibility of their lives to experts more capable of treating "diseases" when in my opinion the

whole enterprise seems a reentrenchment of "religious" control with "scientific" control, aka

eugenics.These professionals create needs in the people that gain degrees in these disabling



professions to legislate political outcomes not, I repeat, not based on sound scientific basis, but

mere professional or moral judgement, a modern version would be drugging of children on

psychiatric drugs, redefining most behaviors of youth as abnormal, which come to represent a moral

movement instead of a scientific movement to control people, but using the cover of science to

persuade people to submit.
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